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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE ZEV
YAROSLAVSKY

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2014

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to rise today to pay tribute to my
trusted, long-time friend, Los Angeles County
Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky. Zev is retiring at
the end of this year after forty years of excep-
tional public service.

| first met Zev more than four decades ago
when he headed California Students for Soviet
Jews at the University of California-Los Ange-
les (UCLA). It was clear at that time that Zev
was driven by idealism, an inherent sense of
fairness, and a commitment to public service.
And, it was clear that he was a pragmatic
problem solver and knew how to get things
done.

Zev started his career in elected office in
1975 at the age of twenty-six after winning a
hard fought grassroots campaign for a seat on
the Los Angeles City Council against a much
more experienced candidate who had the
strong support of the Democratic political es-
tablishment.

Zev chaired the Los Angeles City Council’s
Finance Committee and worked very hard and
very creatively to find solutions to difficult
budgetary problems. As chair of the Police,
Fire, and Public Safety Committee, he fought
against the Los Angeles Police Department’s
use of choke-holds and against the depart-
ment’s intelligence activities, which included
spying on critics of the department and individ-
uals who held liberal political beliefs.

Two of the most intractable problems Zev
tackled on the City Council were unrestrained
commercial development and traffic conges-
tion. He co-authored Proposition U, which pro-
posed to halve the size of new buildings al-
lowed on most of the city’s commercial and in-
dustrial property. The initiative passed by a
wide margin in 1986. He then worked for
Proposition O, which passed in 1988 and
blocked Occidental Petroleum Corp.’s long
battle to drill for oil along the Los Angeles
coastline.

Zev served on the Los Angeles City Council
until 1994 when he won a seat on the Los An-
geles County Board of Supervisors. A strong
environmentalist, Zev made major significant
progress in protecting precious county land.
He sponsored the 1996 Proposition A park
bond to protect open space and develop
urban parks and inner-city recreation pro-
grams countywide. He led the effort to acquire
more than 7,000 acres of county parkland and
worked hard on the purchase of the 588-acre
King Gillette Ranch in the Santa Monica
Mountains from Soka University.

As the largest, most populated county in the
United States, Los Angeles County has com-
plex transportation needs. Zev has cham-
pioned a diversity of transit alternatives to
most efficiently and cost-effectively meet the
needs of the different communities and geo-
graphic make-up of the County. He has
worked to bring to densely populated areas
subway access and to less densely populated
areas light rail and busways. He advanced the
Orange Line busway in the San Fernando Val-
ley, which has been tremendously popular. He
has fought for the new light rail Expo Line,
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which, upon completion, will travel from Down-
town Los Angeles to Santa Monica. And, he
has been a driving force to extend the subway
to the Westside of Los Angeles.

Zev also led the effort to rebuild and mod-
ernize the world famous Hollywood Bowl am-
phitheater which re-opened in 2004, and he
was instrumental in the development of Walt
Disney Concert Hall, the home of the L.A.
Philharmonic Orchestra. He has also helped
fund major investments in the L.A. County Mu-
seum of Art and the County’s Museum of Nat-
ural History.

On health care, Zev has worked to secure
the viability of our nation’s second largest pub-
lic health system and pushed for reforms that
have brought access to care for millions of
vulnerable individuals. He led the push for
more primary care and strong partnerships
that endure today between LA County’s public
system and primary care clinics throughout the
County. He has been a tireless advocate for
implementation of the Affordable Care Act and
its expansion of Medicaid. Medicaid expansion
alone has brought health coverage to more
than 300,000 uninsured individuals in LA
County.

One of Zev's most passionate goals has
been the end of homelessness in LA County.
In 2007, he initiated Project 50, a pilot project
using a “housing first” approach for the most
chronically homeless individuals on Skid Row.
Project 50 was so successful that the VA cre-
ated Project 60 in Los Angeles and uses the
“housing first” model to work with veterans
who are chronically homeless veterans. Zev
showed that it is not only possible to help the
dispossessed regain their dignity and their
lives, but that it can be done while saving tax-
payer dollars.

Zev's extensive accomplishments as County
Supervisor have touched every part of LA
County and improved the lives of every Coun-
ty resident. LA County, the State of California,
and our nation owe Zev a debt for his tireless
work. | ask all of my colleagues to join me in
thanking Zev for his exceptional service and
extending to him, his wonderful wife Barbara,
and their two children, Mina and David, our
very best wishes for the future.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF LEO ALEXANDER VOSKAN

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2014

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the legacy and service of Leo Alexander
Voskan.

From the day he was born in New York in
1915, Leo had a keen thirst for adventure. The
son of Armenian immigrants who came to the
United States in search of a better life for their
family, Leo spent his childhood on the water-
front in New York City.

By the time Leo reached High School, he
had developed into quite the athlete and was
the quarterback for his high school’s football
team and was also a member of the school’s
track team. His physical talents extended be-
yond the athletic field and onto the stage. As
an avid dancer, Leo taught dance for the Ar-
thur Murray Studio and was also a competitive
dancer at the famous Rainbow Room in New
York’s Rockefeller Center.
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While attending New York City College fol-
lowing High School, Leo was forced to leave
school and assume the responsibilities of the
family’s manufacturing business due to his fa-
ther’s failing health.

With World War Il looming on the horizon,
Leo voluntarily enlisted into the U.S. Army for
both patriotic and family reasons. Leo’s goal
was to keep his younger brother George out
of the military as long as he possibly could so
that he could maintain the family business
while Leo went overseas to fight.

While serving as a member of the U.S.
Army’s Signal Corps, his superiors recognized
his leadership potential and sent him to Offi-
cer's Candidate School where upon his com-
mission he earned the rank of 2nd Lieutenant.

Leo was in command of a Combat Engi-
neering Platoon that participated in the Nor-
mandy invasion, where despite his leadership;
many of his men were lost including his Com-
pany Commander. Leo was given a battlefield
promotion and assumed Command of the en-
tire Company.

In Normandy, Leo’s Company fell under the
command of General George Patton and went
on to liberate France and eventually fought in
the Battle of the Bulge. Leo was also involved
in the liberation of several concentration
camps across Nazi Germany.

Upon returning home Leo and his brother
George resumed their roles in the family’s
manufacturing business. During this period,
Leo also met the love of his life, Joan. Leo
and Joan soon married, moved to the New
Jersey suburbs and began their family. Leo
was a loving father to four children, Craig,
Gail, Lynn and Diane who tragically died of
pneumonia at the age of three.

In 1952, Leo moved his family to Longwood,
Florida to start an orange grove business
which was devastated in the freeze of 1958.
Always the determined entrepreneur, Leo con-
tinued his professional life by starting several
businesses’s including, a night crawler supply
company and a pallet manufacturing company
which helped sustain his family. Leo was also
passionate about politics and teaching others
about business including real estate licensing.

Leo’s zest for life will always be treasured
by those who knew him and his service to our
nation will never be forgotten. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask all Members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in recognizing the distin-
guished life and service of Leo Alexander
Voskan.

—————

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2015

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 2014

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 96) estab-
lishing the budget for the United States Gov-
ernment for fiscal year 2015 and setting forth
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2016 through 2024:

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chair, | rise in strong
opposition to the Republican Budget for fiscal
year 2015. We have two choices in front of us
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today. Two choices on the programs and in-
vestments we must fund and prioritize to bal-
ance deficit reduction with economic growth.

The prosperity of our Nation is dependent
on a strong middle class. Regrettably, the Re-
publican budget would increase taxes on mid-
dle class families, provide huge tax breaks for
the wealthy, and place the burden of paying
for those tax breaks on working Americans,
and their children.

We have seen this budget before—a couple
of times, in fact. It's the same budget Chair-
man RYAN brought us in 2013, and in 2012. It
is a budget that works for the one percent at
the expense of the other 99 percent. It shifts
future costs to seniors by ending the Medicare
guarantee and raising prescription drug costs.
It cuts investment in our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture, slashes funding for program, that keep
children from going hungry, and guts edu-
cation through cuts to Pell grants and K-12
education. Republicans have proposed a
budget that attacks the very foundation of the
middle class. It is a path that will lead to eco-
nomic uncertainty for millions of Americans,
and it is not a budget | can support in good
conscience.

Democrats have offered a fair and balanced
alternative budget that preserves our social
safety net, keeps the promises made to our
seniors, and asks all Americans to pay their
fair share in reducing the deficit. Rhode Is-
landers understand more than most the toll
unemployment can take on families and our
communities. The Democratic alternative ex-
tends emergency unemployment insurance so
those who are still struggling to find work can
keep paying their bills. It provides $76 billion
for early childhood education and ensures col-
lege affordability by lowering student loan debt
and including new repayment options. It pro-
vides funding for public transit, our highways,
and supports critical investments in research
and development, clean energy, manufac-
turing, and programs that make our industries
competitive globally.

| have a responsibility to my constituents,
and to every American, to make sure that poli-
cies we enact in Congress provide for the long
term health and prosperity of our Nation,
which include getting people back to work, giv-
ing our businesses the support they need to
grow, and building a skilled workforce to meet
the demands of a 21st Century economy. The
Republican budget takes us in the wrong di-
rection. | urge my colleagues to reject the Re-
publican Budget and support the Democratic
alternative that keeps our promises to our sen-
iors, preserves our social safety net, and bal-
ances deficit reduction with job growth and
economic recovery.

HONORING SADIE AND DOUG HODO

HON. BILL FLORES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2014

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Doug and Sadie Hodo of Texas. In
light of their commitment to Christian higher
education in Texas, Houston Baptist University
is dedicating the Sadie and Doug Hodo Resi-
dence College on their campus.

Dr. Doug Hodo served as the second Presi-
dent of Houston Baptist University from 1987
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to 2006. During that time, Dr. Hodo’s wife,
Sadie served as First Lady of Houston Baptist
University.

It is a true honor to acknowledge Doug and
Sadie Hodo’s service and dedication to Hous-
ton Baptist University as well as their commit-
ment to Christian higher education.

Under the leadership of Dr. Hodo, Houston
Baptist University developed new academic
programs and expanded its campus facilities.
During his service as president, he created an
integrated leadership team that resulted in in-
formed decision making and effective internal
communication processes for the University.
As First Lady of Houston Baptist University,
Sadie Hodo served the university with grace
and distinction.

On February 18, 2014, the Houston Baptist
University Board of Trustees unanimously ap-
proved the dedication of the residence college
to Doug and Sadie Hodo. The dedication will
take place on April 28, 2015.

Sadie and Doug Hodo’s visionary leadership
and extraordinary love for students built Hous-
ton Baptist University to be the great Univer-
sity that it is today—and they kept Christ at
the center of both the University and their own
lives while doing so.

God bless Sadie and Doug Hodo and God
Bless the United States of America.

UCONN BASKETBALL WINS

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2014

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise with
enormous pride to congratulate the University
of Connecticut men’s and women’s basketball
teams on a season of unprecedented athletic
achievement.

Under coaches Kevin Ollie and Geno
Auriemma, the Huskies won both national
championships, making UConn the only
school to complete this feat twice.

The men’s team pulled off a gritty title run,
defeating St. Joe’s, Villanova, lowa State,
Michigan State, Florida, and Kentucky and
shocking the nation as a seven-seed. And the
women’s team continued a tradition of domi-
nance, winning their ninth national champion-
ship and going 40-0 this season.

This double victory takes more than talent to
accomplish. It takes perseverance, sacrifice,
and a commitment to the team ideal, and the
men and women of UConn have shown each
in surpassing measure.

They have shown that, through hard work
and dedication to a common goal, anything is
possible. | congratulate both teams on two
amazing victories, and | look forward to seeing
them in action again next season.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2014

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on April
9 and 10, 2014, | was unavoidably detained
attending to representational activities in my
congressional district, including attendance at
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the memorial services for the victims of the
tragic shooting at Fort Hood and thus unable
to return in time for rollcall votes 171 through
177.

Had | been present | would have voted as
follows:

1. On rollcall No. 171 | would
“no” (April 9)—(H. Con. Res.
Mulvaney of South Carolina
Amendment No. 1).

2. On rollcall No. 172 | would have voted
“yes” (April 9)—(H. Con. Res. 96, Congres-
sional Black Caucus Budget, Rep. Moore of
Wisconsin Substitute Amendment No. 2).

3. On rollcall No. 173 | would have voted
“yes” (April 9)—(H. Con. Res. 96, Progressive
Caucus Budget, Grijalva of Arizona Substitute
Amendment No. 3).

4. On rollcall No. 174 | would have voted
“no” (April 9)—(H.R. 4414, Expatriate Health
Coverage Clarification Act of 2014).

5. On rolicall No. 175 | would have voted

have voted
96, Rep.
Substitute

“no” (April 9)—(H. Con. Res. 96, Rep.
Woodall of Georgia Substitute Amendment
No. 4).

6. On rolicall No. 176 | would have voted
“yes”(April 9)—(H. Con. Res. 96, Democratic
Alternative Budget (Rep. VAN HOLLEN—Budg-
et)).

7. On rollcall No. 177 | would have voted
“no” (April 9)—(H. Con. Res. 96, Republican
Fiscal Year 2015 Budget Resolution (Rep.
RyAN—Budget)).

———————

TRIBUTE TO FRANKIE POWELL
NEAL

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2014

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the life and legacy of Frankie Powell
Neal.

Frankie was a loving woman and a devout
Christian. She was dedicated to serving others
in all aspects of her life. For over 30 years,
she cared for our veterans as a nurse at the
Long Beach Veterans Hospital and Harbor
UCLA Medical Center. Frankie was also the
matriarch of a great family that includes three
children, eight grandchildren, and ten great
grandchildren.

| have the distinguished honor of having a
strong relationship with her son, Long Beach
City Councilman Steve Neal. | know that she
would be proud of his achievements and serv-
ice to the great residents of the community in
which he serves.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that all members of the
House join me in a moment of silence to com-
memorate the life of Frankie Powell Neal.

—————

HONORING IOWA ELEMENTARY
PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR KIM
TIERNEY

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 10, 2014

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Kim Tierney on being
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